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OLPH Women’s Guild Mission Statement

A group of united, inspired ladies dedicated to enriching 
the lives of others  through spiritual, social and charitable 

activities in our parish and community guided by the 
Blessed Mother. 

       Catholic Women’s Guild
                 Our Lady of Perpetual Help
                                  Est. 1951

Joyce and Mike Prokops 

Celebrate 70 Years of 

Marriage

Dick and Shirley Lawrence
Celebrate 70 Years of Marriage

to the Prokops and the Lawrences. 
These two couples have been long 
time members of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help. On behalf of the 
OLPH Women’s Guild we would
 like to extend a mighty 
congratulations. Both of these 
couples are examples of living
their faith and the vocation of 
marriage. 
 

Joyce and Mike are high school 
sweethearts. They met in Gary, Indiana. 
What’s their secret to a long and happy 
relationship? They both would say 
communication. If you happen to see 
these two love birds, remember to 
congratulate them on 70 years of 
marriage! Congratulations Mike and 
Joyce!

On August 9, 1952, Richard (Dick) 
Lawrence married Shirley Turner at St. 
Helen's Church in South Gate. What’s 
their secret to a long and happy 
relationship? It’s no secret.  There is a lot 
of give and take and we never go to bed
mad. We have a good Catholic 
background and are surrounded by a 
beautiful family that brings us much joy.
Congratulations Dick and Shirley on your 
70th Anniversary! 



.

  

Women’s Guild President
Jo Ann Ramirez

About the Season of 
Creation

The Season of Creation is 
the time of year when the 
world’s 2.2 billion Christians 
are invited to pray and care 
for creation. It runs annually 

from September 1 through October 4. It is a 
liturgical season of prayer and action that unites 
the global Christian family around one shared 
purpose - celebrate prayer services and engage 
in a variety of actions to care for creation.

History
September 1 was proclaimed as a day of prayer 
for creation for the Eastern Orthodox Church by 
Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I in 1989. It was 
embraced by other major Christian European 
churches in 2001, and by Pope Francis for the 
Roman Catholic Church in 2015. In recent 
years, many Christian churches have begun 
celebrating the “Season of Creation” (also 
known as Creation Time) between September 1 
and October 4, the Feast of St. Francis that is 
observed by some Western traditions. St. 
Francis is the author of the Canticle of the 
Creatures, and the
Catholic saint of those who promote ecology. 
Several statements from the past few years 
have called the faithful to observe this 
month-long season, such as those of the 
Catholic Bishops of the Philippines in 2003, the 
Third European Ecumenical Assembly in Sibiu 
in 2007 and the World Council of Churches in 
2008.

Call to Action
As the urgent need to solve the environmental 
crisis continued to grow, Christian churches
strengthened their united response. The 
Season of Creation ecumenical steering 
committee came together to provide resources 
to empower Christians respond to our faith, 
during this shared season of prayer and action.

The steering committee is comprised of the World
Communion of Reformed Churches, World Council 
of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, 
Lausanne/World Evangelical Alliance Creation Care 
Network, Laudato Si’ Movement, the European 
Christian Environmental Network, the Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development, the Church 
Unity Commission, Christian Aid, Anglican 
Communion Environmental Network, and ACT 
Alliance. As an ecumenical network, we are inspired 
by the urgent call from Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’, 
“for a new dialogue on how we are shaping the
future of our planet” and “We require a new and 
universal solidarity” where the most vulnerable
are supported and to enable them to in dignity. We 
are all invited to join in this effort.

Listen to the Voice of Creation
As followers of Christ from around the globe, we 
share a common call to care for creation. We
are co-creatures, and part of all that God has made. 
Our wellbeing is interwoven with the
wellbeing of the Earth. We rejoice in this opportunity 
to safeguard our common home and all
beings who share it. Kindly refer to page 6 of this 
newsletter to learn how you can participate in
this year’s Season of Creation: Listen to the Voice of 
Creation.

Julie Bosdachin and JoAnn Ramirez with the 
scholarship recipients. Read more on page 5. 
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 I hope you all doing 
well. Being able to be to be 
out and enjoying the 
summer season is the best.

As summer comes to an end, it brings us to
the start of our 2022-2023 Women’s Guild
Year.

Many of you attended the Concerts in 
the Park evening at Furman Park, 
featuring Cold Duck.  The band played hits of 
the 60s, 70s, 80s, and 90s.  Everyone had a 
great time mingling with friends and singing 
along to their favorite songs, including those 
who danced throughout the evening.  It was a 
perfect summer night for fun and dance.   

On August 27th, we welcomed 
members and guests to our Mediterranean 
Fundraiser Summer Party at the lovely home 
of Leila Giries.  The funds raised at the 
event will benefit the OLPH 2022 Christmas 
Adopt-A-Family program.  More information 
regarding this event will be included in next 
month's newsletter.  

Board members will host a salad 
luncheon at our September General Meeting 
on Wednesday, September 21st at 10 a.m. at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall.  The event will 
include lunch, bingo and an address by our 
guest speaker, Father Danny Garcia - OLPH 
Administrator.  Please RSVP by September 
14th to Linda Malme at (562)869.6491.  The 
donation is $15 per person.
  

SAVE THE DATE ~ Our annual 
Christmas Luncheon is scheduled to take 
place at the Azar Event  Center, on Sunday, 
December 4, 2022.  Last year's event was a 
huge hit.  This year's theme is "Warm 
Country Christmas."  Do not miss this 
special event, which will be filled with 
delicious food, champagne, music, 
raffle prizes, and the opportunity to enjoy 
being with each other and having good 
conversation.  This event will be the perfect 
way to start the Christmas season! 

I will be updating you on all 
planned events - please feel free to reach 
out to me if you have any questions or 
suggestions. I look forward to hearing from 
you at (562)760.2729 or 
mazon0707@gmail.com.  

In the meantime, stay safe and 
blessings to all of you.       

Women’s Guild  Vice President
Lucy Solares

September General Meeting 

Wednesday,September 21st 
at 10 a.m.

 Knights of Columbus Hall.  

The event will include lunch, bingo and an
address by our guest speaker, 

Father Danny Garcia - 
OLPH Administrator.  

Please RSVP by 
September 14th 

to Linda Malme at (562)869.6491.  

The donation is $15 per person.

mailto:mazon0707@gmail.com


EXECUTIVE BOARD  
President…         Jo Ann Ramirez  

Vice President… Lucy Solares  

Recording Secretary…  
                             Julie Bosdachin  

Treasurer…         Dianna Hampton  

Corresponding Secretary…  
                             Ruby Gaytan  

Altar Chair…       Margie Delgado 

Ways and Means…  
                             Heidy De La Rosa  
                             Lourdes Pena 

Editor…               Ruby Gaytan  

Reservation Representative…
                            Linda Malme 

Historian…         Vicki Carnevale

CONTACT THE GUILD AT:  

womensguild@olphdowney.com 

Website:  
womensguild.olphdowney.com 

                     The Guild's Annual Blood Drive 
November 13

Every 2 seconds, someone 
needs blood in the United 
States.  The Guild's annual 
Blood Drive will take place at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall 
on Sunday, November 13.  
Please consider putting

on your HERO cape and reserve that day on your 
calendars.  More details in the October newsletter, 
or call Paula Mayfield at 562.923.3518.  

Financial Report for May 1, 2022 - July 31,  2022
Dainna Hampton

Beginning Balance: May 1, 2022….. $18,836.70
 Deposits May

   May………………………………………$ 5,050.00

 Expenses
   May…..…………………………………....$  11,756.52

Ending Balance:  May 31, 2022……..$  12,130.18

Beginning Balance:  June 1, 202…...$ 12, 130.18
Deposits

   June………………………………………. $         20.00
   July……………………………………...... $          0.00

 Expenses
   June………………………………………. $   7,103.14
   July ………………………………………..$       116.40     

Ending Balance:  July 31, 202……...$   4,930,64



Our Lady of Perpetual Help Women’s Guild

Annual Membership 

Drive
Rose Douglas

Our annual membership drive will begin 
September 1 and end October 31. You will be 
receiving your renewal packet in the mail in early 
September. You may return your renewal in
the mail, or you can drop it off at the rectory.

The information on the membership form 
will be used in the preparation of a new 
Directory that will be mailed to you in early 
January 2023. Please print clearly so we get all 
your information correct.

The Secret Sister program was a success 
last year, so we are continuing it this year. If you 
would like to sponsor a member who cannot 
afford renewing this year, please check the 
Secret Sister Program box and include an extra 
$20.00. If you cannot afford to renew this year, 
please call, or email me.

We added a line for you to list any special 
talents or interest so we can find a way to utilize
them in our activities. If you know of anyone who 
would like to join the Guild, please send me their 
name and address so I can mail them a 
membership packet. There are also forms in the 
rectory and on the Guild web site.

There will be a ministry fair after masses 
sometime in October and the Guild will 
participate. Notice will be in the bulletin and on 
the Guild web site. Let us make it our goal to get 
all renewals in before October 31. If you have 
any questions please call, 310-849-5157 or 
email, rosedouglas333@gmail.com.

The Catholic Women’s Guild of 
Our Lady Perpetual Help 

Awards $5000 in Scholarships
Julie Bosdachin

Catholic Woman’s Guild of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Church honored five Downey students with $1,000 
scholarships based upon completion of 8th grade and 
acceptance to a Catholic High School of their choice. This 
year’s recipients completed a portfolio including transcripts, 
acceptance letters to a Catholic High School, placement 
tests, letters of recommendation, and the applicant’s 
Personal Statement.

We are honored to announce this year’s awardees 
and the Catholic High School they are attending in the Fall 
of 2022:
Jenna Mielke                       Saint Joseph High School
Emmanuel Garcia               St. John Bosco
Xavier Grizzelle                   St. John Bosco
Israel Ramirez                    Loyola High School
Ricardo Torres                     Loyola High School
 

My special thanks to Theresa Ford (former 
principal in the Downey Unified School School District) 
who joined us for our initial meeting to discuss ideas for 
the application process.  The following ladies put in the 
hard work of putting together the application and rubrics: 
Sylvia Gardner(retired counselor at Cerritos College), 
Irene Segura (former teacher at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help School), and Melodie Santana (retired principal in 
the Montebello Unified School District)

These magnificent women carried their talents and 
hard work to fulfillment in granting scholarships to youth in 
our community who not only worked hard to achieve good 
grades during the pandemic but also gave of their time 
and talents to serve the church and community.

mailto:osedouglas333@gmail.com


The Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary into Heaven Pope Benedict 
XVI applied the dogma of Mary’s 
Assumption to her role as Spiritual 
Mother of all humanity when he said: 
“Mary was taken up body and soul into 
Heaven. Heaven is no longer a very 
remote sphere unknown to us. 

We have a mother in Heaven, and 
the Mother of God, the Mother of the 
Son of God, and is our Mother. He 
himself has said so. He made her our 
Mother when he said to the disciple and 
to all of us: “Behold, your Mother!” We 
have a Mother in Heaven. Heaven is 
open, Heaven has a heart. “

Mary, by the power of God you 
were assumed into heaven and united 
with your Divine Son

We pray “help us to have true 
devotion to you dearest Mother.”

The Fourth Glorious 
Mysteries
Spirituality 
Bev Baumann The Season of Creation is a time to renew our 

relationship with our Creator and all creation 
through celebration, conversion, and 
commitment. It is a time to pray and act 
together as a Christian family for our common 
home. I personally invite you to participate in 
this year’s celebration. The following are a few 
suggestions for your consideration:

● Prayer is at the center of our lives. 
Praying together deepens our relationship 
with God and one
another, strengthens faith, and brings 
forth new gifts of the Spirit.

● Organize a contemplative walk outside to 
meditate on the gift of God’s creation 
and our response to be in deeper 
communion with all life.

● Invite friends to study ecologically 
themed Scriptures, or pray with 
ecologically themed prayers
such those that can be found in the 
Laudato Si’ Movement prayer book, while 
walking.

● Make sustainable lifestyle changes on an 
individual level. It is a wonderful time to 
reflect on how our lifestyles affect the 
environment and to make a commitment 
to more sustainable ways of living. The 
good news is that making more 
sustainable lifestyle choices in just a few 
areas adds up to a big difference 
overall. As the saying goes, “Let us live 
simply so that others may simply live.” 
Living simply is a way to ensure our 
planet is truly a home for all.

● Calculate your carbon footprint using an 
online calculator like this one:

  https://www.footprintcalculator.org/home/en

https://www.footprintcalculator.org/home/en


Welcome Father Joseph Dadiri

1 Anna Mescavage

2 Carol Diaz

5 Rosales Flores

8 Angie Jimenez

9 Lupe Garcia

10 Barbara Grothe

10 Tanya Guzman

17 Dora Mok

26 Lorraine Lee

27 Marion Clauson

27 Rachel Duran

28 Carmen Cortavitarte

29 Margery Lewis

30 Terry Knoth

30 Violeta Galdamez

Greetings, I am Rev Joseph Aline Dadiri  from 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. I am a 
member of the Society of African Missions (SMA) 
since 2006 and was ordained a priest  on July 
15, 2007. I carried my priestly ministry first in 
South Africa from 2007 to 2012. Then I was sent 
to Nairobi, Kenya where I ministered from 2012 
to 2014 then I moved to United States, 
especially to Archdiocese of Los Angeles since 
2016. I have already ministered in several 
parishes; starting from St Pascal Baylon in 
Thousand Oaks, I moved to St Barnabas Long 
Beach, then to Saint Anthony Croatian Church in 
Chinatown, Los Angeles. From there I went to 
Saint Mel, Woodland Hills, then I was sent to 
Santa Maria where I served both at the Saint 
John Neumann, Santa Maria and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe in Guadalupe from 2017 to 2019, 
after that I went to Saint Bridget a Sweden 
parish in Lake Balboa, Van Nuys where I served 
from 2019 June to September 2020. From there 
they moved me to St Christopher parish, West 
Covina for two years, 2020 to 2022. I am now 
here at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Downey 
since July 1, 2022. I look forward to uniting with 
you as we continue the mission of the church in 
the world through prayers, Apostolic works, 
evangelization, and  the Christian stewardship. 
Thanks and stay blessed. 
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                   Salad Luncheon

         Food  Fun  Fellowship

Wednesday,September 21st 
           @ 10 a.m. 
Knights of Columbus Hall

RSVP by September 14

  Details on page 3

An array of scrumptious 
salads, desserts and 
beverages will be served. $15 per person

BINGO,   LUNCH &   FRIENDS!

Father Danny Garcia


